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Zelimr Zlnik:

Good norni ng everyone, today as we have al ready announced we have
very special guests, M. and Ms. Pilsel. | told you what you are
going to hear in today’'s lecture and that there will be tinme for

di scussion. It is a very special day today because as we are
researching the role of religion in today's society, M. Pilsel is a
great expert in that area. He is not only excellent essayist and
journalist in this field but he has also an interesting background
regarding his schooling in South Anerica and here in the Europe. So
today we have soneone who can tell us a lot of interesting things
and whom we shall be able to ask sone really serious questions about
religion, Christianity and about the role and position of Church in
today's society. So | will give the podiumto M. Pilsel. He wil
speak Spani sh because that is his native | anguage. Ms. Pilsel wll
translate to English. Afterwards you can ask questions and you can
speak Gernman as M. Pilsel speaks German or English, French and
Italian, the | anguages they both speak as well. Sone of you speak
Italian and Portuguese, so you can ask questions in those | anguages,
and of course in Croatian, and | think that you can understand
Bosni an and Serbian as well.

Drago Pil sel

Please if you can’t hear or understand me, raise you hand. It is not
a problemto repeat because | don’t know how the acoustics are and
can you hear nme, or do | need to speak |ouder, let ne know Is it ok
over there? X!

Any kind of informal presentation starts with a little hunmour. He is
asking me to tell you a joke that was showed as a video clip nade by
Germans whi ch points out how easily communi cation troubl es can cause
huge probl ens or m sunderstandings. The joke is called ' German’s
coastguard'. A young man has his first day at work and his boss is
showi ng himthe control buttons, the nicrophones, the centre of
communi cation for boats and coastguards. So after he finished with

i ntroduction boss whi shed himgood luck and left. So young nan is
enj oying hinmsel f, everything is going well; there was no cal
everything was quiet and than all of the sudden a pani ced voice:
“Mayday, mayday we are stuck and sinking”. He is stressed out trying
to find the button where this is coning from So he finally finds
the button and hears again: 'Muyday, nmayday we are sinking. Can
soneone hear us?' He pushes the button and says: “This is the Gernan
coastguard. What are you singing about?”

First of all let ne tell you few words of introduction about who we
are. Tormorrow the topic will be ny autobi ography, how I was raised

as a Nazi-fascist-nationalist and how | becane an antifascist and a
human rights fighter. So that you have an idea who we are and what |


http://www.pozitiv.si/dividedgod/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=111&Itemid=43

amtal king about. | studied journalism political science and
theology. | was born in Buenos Ares in 1952, to a Croatian refugee
famly in Argentina. | arrived to Yugoslavia in May 1989. During
that time | was a Franci scan nonk. I n Cctober 1991, ny brother was
hit by a mssile from Yugosl avian navy and together with five ot her
sol di ers he di sappeared with his boat. Their boat got sunk and there
was nothing left. The place where it happened is just an hour form
here. Wen this happened |I left nmy studies of theology and | becane
a volunteer in brigade in which nmy brother was. Mre or less | took
his place as a solider. During the 5 nonths of fighting, | was in a
process of re-exam ning many things and especially the concept of ny
identity. Not just nmy ethnic or national identity, but also ny
cultural identity, especially ny religious identity. | arrived here
in 89 and by "91 | have reached a point where | realized that ny
attitude and ny relationship with the Catholic Church in general and
a Catholic Church in Croatia in particular wasn't what | expected to
be; probably due to ny Argentinean roots. Back in Argentina |I’ve
been very nuch involved in the theol ogi cal novenent called

“Li beration Theology”. Its base was the people of the Church and the
hierarchy is very, very flat and conpletely different in conparison
to the European Church, which has a very steep hierarchy. So the
Catholic Church in Croatia not only had a hierarchy that is very,
very visible, but they still hold onto the feudal nentality,
attitude and structure. One of the reasons why | becanme nore or |ess
the eneny of politic and Franjo Tudjman in 90's was that he used
Catholicismto create a new national identity to replace Marxi st
identity of Yugoslavia. | was also very nuch opposed to his very
autocratic style of |eadership, which didn't even give a chance for
devel opment of civic society in Croatia. Wien Tudj man and M | osevic
agreed to divide Bosnia was the last straw for me to oppose Tudj man;
because of my Bosnian roots. My grandparents were form Bosnia and
froma very mxed Austro-Hungarian famly. | conpleted ny

t heol ogi cal studies, but | didn't want to hold a degree fromthe

Cat holi ¢ Theol ogi cal University in Zagreb in order to show ny
opposition to the catholic Church and its role in the nationalismin
Croatia. So shortly before finishing ny studies | noved to the
protestant seminary in Austria and ny field of specialization was

t heol ogical politics. So nmany of questions raised in the booklet of
your project are the topics that | have worked with every day. In
Septenber | will be finishing ny Master’s degree and the title of ny
thesis is “Theol ogy of Anti Nationalisnf. | worked as a
correspondent for many an international nedia. | have witten for El
Pai sa, which is one of the |argest newspapers in Spain, have al so
wor ked for a nunber of newspapers in Slovenia, however, for the |ast
12 years |’ve been working for the only independent daily newspaper
in Croatia that wasn’t controlled by Tudjman in 90's.

Claudia is froma German fanily but she was born in the Philippines.
Her parents were mssionaries developing aid in the Philippines.
Claudia grew up in very rural region with a group of people called
Damages. It is a very small minority. Later she went to school in
Mani | a and because there wasn’t any German school she went to
international school followi ng the Anerican system After finishing
hi gh school she went to Europe to study | anguages and majoring in
Engl i sh having minor in Spanish. She has al so been working on a
project of making a dictionary of nedieval Spain at the Hei del berg



Uni versity of Science. There are lots of words included that are
Arabic of Hebrew origin in that dictionary. She al so worked as a
teacher of Spanish, teacher of German for foreigners, business
English and a teacher of the international relationships for
managers, especially training people who work in South-east Asia,
teaching them cultural differences.

The title of nmy work today is “Mrral Foundation of Qur Society”. Wy
does theol ogical politics interest me? My path or journey within ny
faith started with nmy experience in Latin Arerica and it can not be
separated from Wrds of God and scriptures, fromthe point of view
of the victins tal king about victinms of racial discrimnation or
raci al acts of violence, sexual victins, sexual abuse, ethnic abuse,
religious discrimnation. | didn't have any problemto becone the
first Croatian journalist to wite about the war crinmes conmitted by
Croatians against the Serbian minority after the liberation of
territories in Croatia occupied by the Serbs. As you can inmagi ne

was called a traitor but for me the nost inportant thing was to
serve and to represent the victinms. In the sane way as | didn’'t have
any problemin beconing the representative speaker of the first
Croatian Gay Pride held in March 2000 in Zagreb. But let’s go back
to the victins. W choose absolutely independently to believe or not
to believe in God. Metaphorically speaking all of us have a noral
obligation to take the victinms off the cross. This is one reason why
| aminterested in theological politics. Another reason is that it
is necessary to denystify the concept of nation and nationalism For
exanpl e just few weeks ago Croatian cardi nal Bozanic during the
conmmenor ation service in Austria, Bleiburg had said a strange thing.
This is a place that is nythol ogical for Croatian nationalists. As
sone of you may know during WA I the Independent State of Croatia
was decl ared and back then it also included the whole of BiH parts
of Serbia, the city of Zenun and part of Montenegro, and that this
was a fascist state which was collaborating with fascist Italy and
Nazi Germany. So when it was clear that Gernmany and ltaly are

| oosing the war many fascist Croatians left for Bleiberg to neet the
English troops thinking that the English will help themto fight
partisans in Croatia, especially because the large part of Austria
was al ready occupied by Stalin’s troops. O course these Croatians
were quite stupid because it was already clear that Tito had a pact
with the allies, which included repatriation of all who were
considered the enemes. So Bleiberg is the place where Croatian
fasci st troops went to neet English troops hoping to fight together
against Tito's partisans. There were not only the Croats but also
many ot her ethnic groups such as Serbian Chetnics, Slovenian

Bel ogardi sts and Bosnian Muslins. But Croatian nationalismlikes to
present Bleiburg as the place where the Croatian nation was betrayed
and sacrificed. So every May 15th Croatian bishop goes to Bleiberg
to hold a mass. The Cardinal of Zagreb held the cerenony this year
and at one point he said that he was the Bishop of the Church of the
Croatian nation. According to the Second Vatican Council sonething
i ke that cannot exist in the Catholic Church. The Catholic Church
is universal, it is not about ethnic groups or nations; the nmessage
of Christianity is personal nmessage to all people, nen and wonen,
formdifferent ethnic groups and nations. They can accept it or not
and those who accept it are baptized and becone part of the new
communi ty of people belonging to God. The strength of this new



communi ty does not conme formany sense of national pride; it is a
gift fromHoly Spirit. This is the explanation of Christian

t heol ogy. Things are slightly different with the Orthodox Church and
Islam According to Islamic theology it is not about the conversion
of ethnic groups to Islam here again the nessage of Prophet is a
personal message and requires subm ssion of each individual to the
will of God. In the Othodox Church, even though they are structured
as national Churches and there is Russian Othodox Church, Polish

O thodox Church, Serbian O thodox Church, Romani an Orthodox Church
G eek Othodox Church, etc., which are national Churches the Church
itself always requires an individual response and an individual
relationship with the Creator. So the reason | aminterested in the
topic of political theology is because of the concept of nation and
nationali sm which has been one of defining powers in the creation
of nations not only in the 90's but also throughout the history.
Good exanple of this type of nationalismin connection with the
religion is here in Mstar with bishop Peric, the big cross on the
hill and a huge tower, which Franci scans created here. That tower
has nothing to do with Franciscans’ spirituality or Franciscans’
teachings that are about the humlity, the mnorities, serving the
smal | and nost of all they stress the need for a dialogue. Let’s go
back and renenber the Crusades in the nmiddle of 13th century. St
Francis, who started the Franciscan order, was agai nst the Crusades
and he took a boat and went down to the Holy Land to talk to the
Muslinms. Since that tinme the Franci scans have been present in the
Holy Land. Their main goal there is to develop a dialogue with
Muslims. Have a | ook now what they have done here in this city after
the war. What they have done here in Mstar after the war by placing
the cross up on the hill and building the bell tower, which is
hugely out of proportions and an act of dom nation, arrogance and an
act of provocation, which goes absolutely against the principle or
function and ideas of religion. Wiwy? The problemis that they have
lost their roots and what they stand for; even with the Vatican and
the [ atest declaration of Vatican. The focus has shifted away from

t he theol ogy and the individual human beings onto the nation and the
state. | believe that the Church and all religions need to transcend
nationali smand nations, because if we identify ourselves with a
certain Church, religion, religious group or with a certain ethnic
or nationalistic group we exclude everyone who doesn’t belong to our
particular ethnic or religious group. God in Christianity, |slam
Judai smand in every nonotheistic religion is a personal God and has
uni versal relationships. On the other hand by conbining the
religious identity with a national or ethnic identity the Church

| ooses one of its nost inportant functions. Wen | tal k about the
Church | amtalk about any kind of religious community and wi sh to
include the Muslims in this termas well. The role of any religious
community is to exanmine itself and to accept and recogni ze the sins
or m stakes nade by this particular group in the past and the
present. | have here a quote froman inportant person of the 20th
century who was the first post-war Canceller of Germany. In February
1946 Adenauer wote a letter to his friend who was a Catholic priest
in Bonn. “l think that the German nation as well as the Catholic
clergy and Protestant priests and bi shops are very guilty and carry
a part of responsibility for what happened in concentration canps in
Nazi Germany.” This fault of responsibility started | ong before the
war because the nations, people as well as Churches, supported the



Nazi attestation and canpai gn and nany of themwere in fact very

ent husi astic supporters of the Nazi reginme. Adenauer said this and
for this reason nmy friends | think that the nonment has arrived that
we need to start taking about the responsibility for the sins of our
generation and the generation of our fathers and to stop playing
around with fascism allowing the fascismto influence the faith by
putting nation up to the level of divinity making the nation sacred.
| am aware of the fact that sone of the catholic bishops in
Argentina supported the dictatorship that started in Argentina in
1966. | was 14 years old when the dictatorship started so as you can
tell I amnot that young anynore. In 1983 when the dictatorship
ended and a denocracy returned, and when different groups for human
rights started to conpare the information the Argentinean society
had to accept not only the | oss of war for the Fal kl ands but al so
the figures, which showed that nore than 30 000 people were killed
or di sappeared during the dictatorship. The Church never said
anything to condemm this policy. Not even when two |eft oriented

bi shops fighting for human rights were killed because they were
speaki ng out about these events. | am studying political theol ogy
because | am aware that the role and responsibility of theol ogi an
and journalist who is working to pronote civil society is also to be
able to work in ternms of so called FN| tinmes. At first it seens |ike
a very abstract concept. The job of the religious ideology is to
pronote freedom peace, justice, reconciliation and this is not only
the ideol ogy of Christians but also every religious group in the

Bal kans. There are different types of religious ideologies that dea
with political ideologies. In Latin Arerica the |iberation theol ogy
wants to |iberate poor people fromany kind of oppression,

especi ally because their poverty is being caused by unfair and
uncontrolled capitalism Here in the Bal kans the focus is nore about
hunmans bei ng sl aved. For exanpl e many young people feel trapped in
their countries because it’'s very difficult to travel abroad and
there are also areas and the cities with m xed popul ati on where the
educational systemis still conpletely divided and very
nationalistic. So for exanple in the norning there are classes for
Croatians and in the afternoon for the Muslins and in sone other
time for the Serbs. Therefore we are | ooking howto |iberate the

i ndividuals. In the communi st age the individual was considered an

i nstrunent of ethnic propaganda. Now for exanple in Croatia if you
are not a good Catholic you cannot be a good Croatian, if you are
not a good Orthodox you cannot be a Serb, if you do not wear a scarf
you cannot be a faithful nmenber of the Bosnian Miuslins, and so on.
So we are tal king about the type of criticism which wants to

i ntroduce new val ues such as love, solidarity and conpassion into
the society. The goal is not only to bring changes into the society
in general but also to bring nore denbcracy into institutions,
especially the religious structures. So to conclude this

i ntroduction, the freedomin political theology or a sacranent of
hope as called in dognatic theology is our job and it is our
responsibility to liberate it fromany type of slavery. | am going
to skip some of the nore theoretical topics so that we have tine for
a di al ogue, which will be nore interesting.

I would like to you invite you to think about the fact that the
building right next to the Pavarotti Centre is conpletely destroyed,
it’s a ruin. The international community, people |like Pavarotti or



Bono have reconstructed this building as nusical and cul tural

centre, but the community of Mstar, the politicians here in Mstar,
peopl e who have noney here in Mstar, the young people in Mstar
didn’t do nmuch. It does not only present a problemof a |ack of
identity on a national |evel of Bosnia and Herzegovina, but also a
probl em of |lack of values to allow this building to continue to be
inruins for years. Crossing from Sl avonski Brod to Sarajevo you can
see destroyed houses everywhere. Were are those people, where are
the children of those who lived in these houses, many of them|eft
and never cane back. | lived in Sarajevo for 3 years from 1996 to
1999, studying the theology of Islamand investigating the results
of war and | am aware of the fact that many people left to save
their lives because Sarajevo was conpletely under the siege and
basically it was a lottery whether you would stay alive or not.
There were many people who said “I don't want to sacrifice nmy youth
and | don't want to face the people who burned houses, destroyed
churches, killed people, created concentration canps..” The
concentration canps were actually opened by all sides in the
conflict. | don't want to say that all ethnic groups have the sane
level of guilt in the last war. | accept the fact that in this |ast
war Bosnian Muslins had a nuch higher rate of destruction and numnber
of deaths, and on a political level they were victins of conflict
made by Tudjman and Ml osevic. W can't deny the fact that religious
representatives have worked together with the nationalistic |eaders
to pronmote nationalism xenophobia, to scare people, to create areas
and regions that are conpletely ethnically cleansed. The result of
all that is that a |arge part of population is confused, not
notivated, w thout capacity for creativity, and | amtalking on a
general, national level. On a nore informal |evel here in Mstar,
those of you who are local can confirmthis, there is a novenent for
change anong young peopl e. People are m xing nore and di sregarding
whet her one is Croatian, Bosnian or Serbian; the aimis to sinply go
and nmeet in cultural cafes and bars. But this |evel of notivation,
the desire and attitude doesn't exist on a national |evel.

For exanple the political climte in Croatia has changed radically
in conparison to the 80's. Firstly because they understood that the
international |aws, conventions and agreenents are above the | ocal
legalisation. It is nmuch nore inportant what Carla Del Ponte says
than what Croatian prinme mnister or president says. Now as the work
of tribunal in Hag is getting to an end the cases that are |eft over
wi Il be handed to Croatian, Serbian and Bosni an courts. They

recogni zed that the international lawis nore inportant than the

| ocal legislation and they think that the national state can
function to a certain degree if they respect the mnorities and if
they give themcertain rights. The point is that the Kurds want nore
than Turks will ever give them It is internal but the problemw |
not be sol ved, even Angela Merkel would not be able to hel p, as she
has a Turkish policy in San Casi no.

Any questions?
Soreti nes when we speak about rmrulticultural devel opnent what are we

tal king about? This political union of regions, can it really
affect the world in a positive way? As you nentioned in one part of



Europe the national identity grows simultaneously with the religious
identity and in another part of Europe, in my experience, the
opposite process is happening - the religious identity is getting
nessi er.

VWhat is clear nowis that in the next 20 to 30 years there won't be
this kind of stability in the EU So why don’'t we suppose, for
exanple, that Albania will be a nmenber? As you know Al bani ans are
athei sts, Othodox, Capelins, Protestants and Muslins. Wth further
urbani zati on there are absolutely no obstacles to have the sane
situation anmong the Al banians in Kosovo. If you talk with Al banian
catholic from Kosovo or Mislim Al bani an from Kosovo or even with
catholic or Muslim Al bani ans from Tetovo i n Macedoni a you can feel
the sanme intensity of nationalismand the strong support for Kosovo
i ndependence. This is just an exanple of one state. For Al bani ans
the religious identity plays absolutely no role. But if you take
Ireland on the other hand the religious question is absolutely
fundanental and after 30 years of peace process they now have a new
constitution and new parlianment, so for the first time O ange Mrch
took place w thout any violence. What will happen in the future
depends mainly on educational system Policy of castigation started
with the children in the city of Vukovar, in Croatia. Children there
had a separated kindergarten; one building with two kitchens, two

pl aygrounds, two doors and everything was absol utely separated

bet ween Serbs and Croats. But now people that are ten years ol der
get together in cafés, sonething that is al so happening now in
Mostar. This is the result of efforts of some NGOs, which were
creating projects for opening the dialogs and getting the young
peopl e together. For 7 years we have worked together with a NGO t hat
was doing projects to connect Serbs and Croats for 3 weeks, and

whi ch soon after the ‘Vukovar’ have seen the first m xed narriages
again. So all is dependent on the social and political climte and
the system of education. The desire or wailings of the religious
conmunities to pronote reconciliation and dialogs is also crucial.
But your question was the future of civil society. Cvil society
requires that all the nmenbers of society have equal status. It
requires nmental progress and tol erance so that we are able to say |
don't really like that person but | respect his lifestyle. This is
just the first step. The community or regions already exists in
Europe. Croatia is in part of the experinment called ‘Al pe-Dunav-
Adria and this includes region of Austria, Slovenia, Croatia, ltaly
and Hungary. These countries cooperate within different cultural and
econom ¢ projects. For exanple there are industrial areas in
Croatia, especially in an area of city Varazdin where | oca
authorities grant special status and conditions to any regional
conpany if it wants to open its offices there. Students al so study
the culture of different parts of the region; for exanple Slovenian
cul ture, Gernan | anguage, Hungary folklore, Italian civilization
etc. This is very inportant for Istria, part of Croatia, which is
beconming truly multicultural like no other part of Croatia. | don't
know what the final result of this experinment will be but in ny
opinion it is a positive process. Anyway, we want to change a
political nodel in Croatia and create five regions and we hope to
create nore cultural and political dialog between the regions. For
exanple, Croatia isn't aware of the fact that it is actually part of
the Mediterranean. In Croatia everything is still centralized in the



capital Zagreb; the econony, the education just to give you an
exanpl e. However Zagreb has predom nantly central European cul tural
identity. There is no space for the identity of Dunav Bridge, and
yet Croatia has so nmuch in common with the Serbs and Hungari ans. Not
to nention the history of the city of Dubrovnik...Dubrovni k was a
city-state with a lot of cultural identity. This was 700 years ago.
Dubrovni k also had a lot of trade with the Turkish Enpire.

| believe in your future, especially if you analyze the |evel of
respect towards the civil society in regions like Istria or Bavaria
where the cultural life is very rich. Istria has the best film
festivals, best school of alternative nusic, the best ecol ogica
organi zations, the best |evel of respecting human rights and is the
part of Croatia where local |egislation wrks the best and there is
no anti-Croatian activity or attitude. At the sane tine they have a
very strong identity, they are open towards their nei ghbours and
conscious of the fact that they were not part of the Partizan
novenment. Istria will never becone part of Croatia. People in Istria
are very much aware of this all and it would be very offensive to
see Istrian people as bad Croatians. That is another exanple that
people with different cultural and religious identities within one
nation can work together. The problemis that at the nonment there is
no political desire or notivation to accelerate these processes of
regi onal cooperation within the European parlianment. Part of the
problemis that there is a conservative nationalist novenent in

Pol and for exanple, that the catholic Church in Spain is fighting
with the governnent in Spain because they don’t want to accept that
in public schools (we are not tal king about private catholic schools
but public schools) a subject called ‘the citizen culture’ has been
i ntroduced where for exanple a marriage is not defined only as a

uni on of man and worman, etc. As you knowin Spain it is legal to
have honosexual relationships and they even have a right to adopt
children and the Catholic Church wants to put a stop to it. In
2000, when Tudj man di ed, the bishops of the catholic Church here in
Croatia were so furious when the social denocrats won the el ections
that they did not attend the annual new year reception for the
president. Traditionally they always attend as the representatives
of the Church and their boycott sent the nessage to the wi der public
that social denocrats victory was a renewal of Yugoslavia. That was
because new government opened the economic relationships with Serbia
and anot her republic of forner Yugoslavia. An intelligent and snart
person woul d answer this by not attending the Catholic Church nass.
You have the sanme conflict between left and right all over the EU.

What the war against terror has shown is what we see in Iraq every
day; the attacks on the Spanish tourists in Yenen, the war in
Lebanon, the fighting between the Hamas and Fatah in Pal estine etc.
The fact that Bush is using the fundanentalist religious position
for his politics shows that nothing woul d be possible if the people
were not ready and wiling to behave in a fanatic way. Mostar is an
exanple for ethnics and religious fanaticism It is nore preval ent
on the Croatian side then on the Bosnian side. | said it before but
| want to repeat it again when the religion takes a nationalistic
position it says that one can’t be a good representative of ones
religion if one is not at the sane tinme a god patriot. If we
remenber what the catholic theol ogi ans who supported Missolini said:



"W can be noral, only according to the neasure that we identify our
norality with Italian patriotism” and Croatians said the same
thing, as well as the Serbs or Al quaida. They don’t speak about an
ethnic or religious identity and the result is a destruction of
comruni cation within the civil society and the effects of NGOs. This
creates the fanatici smbecause if soneone is not highly educated or
hasn’t devel oped hi gh personal awareness, it takes only one step to
enter into this circle of national hate. It is a disastrous
situation what happened in BiH, where the war objective was to
create ethnically clean areas. It would never have been possible if
there were no discourse, which was both religious and nationalistic
at the same tinme and which produced fanatics. There is absolutely no
di fference between the attitude of the Scorpions who killed Mislins
in Srebrenica and the Muslim brothers who behead people in Egypt,
the Al quaida or the Ku Klux Klan. These are the sane forns of
behaviour and | saw this already in Argentina, so when | arrived
here | imrediately figured out what was going on here.

This type of hypocrisy, which began in the 60's, has now transforned
itself into hegenony of North Anerica. Not to be critical about Bush
and those who support himand is hypocritical in the same way as it
was for Ni xon, Johnson and even John F. Kennedy to not recognize or
admt that they have lost the war in Vietnam It is hypocritical of
Bush that he doesn’'t want to admit that he lost the war in Iraq and
they have a civil war there. What is he doing now? He is bl am ng
Iran for financing the terrorists in lraq. It is probably true
however it is also a consequence of US politics. It has been proven
in the US Congress that Anericans have had plans to invade Iraq | ong
before the attacks in New York and Washington. And it was not by
acci dent or by chance that Donal d Ronsfeld, the forner defence
mnister, financed the arny of Hussein after ‘92, because they
needed Hussein to stay in power as a reason for invasion. At the
same tinme Franjo Tudjman all owed the Muslim soldiers from Arabic
countries to enter Bosnia, and the secret service provided cl ean
papers not only for Mijahedins but also for those who killed Serbian
Prime Mnister Zoran Dindi ¢. This was Tudjman’s politics to keep the
enem es in order to justify the future attack. This attitude works
all around the world and you can find it in Africa, Asia or South
Aneri ca.

But fortunately there are sone societies that are under control and
those do punish all violation of |aw. For exanple in Gernany you
can’t go around in a tee-shirt showi ng fascist signs, however in
Croatia you can. Recently 50 000 visitors went to the concert of a
controversial man who keeps claimng that he doesn’t have anything
to do with this ideology. The sane concert was shown on the Croatian
television, and Croatia wants to be a nenber of EU Croatia likes to
think of itself that it is nmuch better society than Bosnia or

Serbia. From an objective point of view, it is better organized,

yes, but personally, I'mnot sure, if the creative potential of the
Croatian youth is better or higher than that of Serbia, Bosnia or

Sl ovenia. In Slovenia situation is better because the country is
organi sed, they’ ve managed to enter to the European Union, and there
are nore possibilities. But in all other countries of forner



Yugosl avi a, young peopl e have no way to express thenselves. The
denmocracy has returned to Argentina not only because of the
political opposition, or because the mlitary party lost a war

agai nst Britain, but because there was a very strong denocratic
novenent at the universities during the dictatorship. 65 percent of
the victinms of the dictatorship who were younger than twenty-five
years were students.

Do you think it is necessary for a nation or country’'s existence
that the religion can be practiced?

No! The problemis cultural identity. Croatian cultural identity is
basically inseparable fromthe catholic el ement. For exanple, the
first docunment witten in the Croatian | anguage is on stone, two
nmetres long, five fingers high and is witten in dagoljica

al phabet, which was the unique Croatian al phabet before. This
docunment says that king Zvoninir in the year 1060 gave as a present
to two Benedict’'s nonks a piece of land in order to construct and
build the nonastery where they will pray for the king s soul.

This is the first docunent of Croatian culture in history. In this
document you find the union between Church and state and this is
somet hi ng, whi ch has been continued throughout the history of
Croatia. On May 30th 1990 when the first denpcratic elections in
Croatia were held, as a synbolic act a cradle was placed in front of
one hundred t housand people in the main square in Zagreb, a child's
cradle with a | oaf of bread, which synbolized |ife. Beside the
cradl e stood side by side the president of Croatia, Franjo Tudjman
and Kuharic, the head of Croatian Catholic Church, who bl essed the

| oaf of bread in the cradle as a synbol of a resurrection of the
Croatian nation. So what does this have to do with the civil
society? And this is a part of the reality! What are people like e
- the journalists and theol ogians- trying to do? W want to

i ntroduce a new social concept and a better understandi ng of
national concept; the fact that the nmessage of Christianity can help
to inprove the quality of State if it pronotes solidarity, if it's
not a school of fascism If in order to be a Croatian you need to be
a catholic neans that it’s nore inportant what happened between your
nmom and dad in bed than the fact that you were baptised in the nane
of Jesus Christ. And so the baptismand the religion beconmes nerely
folklore and we return to the theory of blood and | and and we return
to the Nazism At the sane tinme we are trying to accelerate the
process of integration in the European Union. For this reason the
last time | was on TV | attacked Cardi nal Bozani c and ot her Church

| eaders in my interview. They were saying that Croatian |anguage
will be lost in EU and have said one thing in Bruxelles and anot her
in Croatia. If you're aware of the fact that 40% of Croatians are
illiterate, that 42% of them do not participate in elections or that
only 6% have a university degree you have a situation in which the

| eaders of political parties as well as the | eaders of religious
groups can mani pul ate with people extrenely easily.






